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there were great doubts as to whether this had or had
not the force of law.

This confusion had attracted a good deal of atten-
tion, and in order to put an end to it, the Government
of India had sent out a circular, in Sir Henry Maine's
time, directing the Local Governments of the Non-
Regulation Provinces and Districts to make returns
of the Executive Orders which had acquired the force
of law within their Courts under the 25th section of
the Indian Councils Act A return to this circular
from the Panjdb Government (which was by very
much the most important of those Provinces) was
received in 1871. It consisted of an octavo volume
of notes, despatches, and correspondence never before
collected, which it was supposed had or might be
considered to have acquired the force of law under
the provision in question, and it also referred to the
question whether the so-called Panjdb Civil Code was
or was not law, and whether and how far the Regula-
tions in force in the North-West Provinces, and in
particular those which related to the revenue, were
or were not in force in the Panjdb.

In order to set all these questions finally at rest,
two Acts were drawn and passed, one of which,
XXXIIL of 1871, forms a Code of Land Revenue
for the Panjdb, whilst the other (IV. of 1872) consoli-
dated and re-enacted all the really important provi-
sions of the rules upon which the 25th section of the
Indian Councils Act had operated or was supposed to
have operated, and repealed the rest These two
measures put an end to one of the strangest pieces of